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The mountain community of Estes Park has said goodbye to its cheesy
t-shirt and moccasin past and upgraded its image from the restaurants
to the river walk. It's still no Aspen, but it's only an hour and a half from
Littleton to this slice of paradise. You are invited to head up to the cool
mountains for a day of hiking, shopping, and eating.
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Notchtop Bakery and Café
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Park at the new Estes Park Visitors Information Center
(500 Big Thompson Avenue) and let the river walk

take you away from the traffic and into the downtown

shopping district. In the courtyard downtown, look

for the bronze mountain lion, or let the river lull you
as you relax on the stones beside the crystal clear
water. The Town of Estes Park carefully tends the
flowerbeds scattered throughout town, keeping it
colorful throughout the year.

For an easy but picturesque walk, the paved bike
path completes a 3.75-mile loop around Lake Estes.
A new expansion up Fish Creek Road makes a nearly
flat loop, completed either on foot or bike. Bike
la

rentals are available at the Estes Park Mountain Shop

(2050 Big Thompson Avenue) and Colorado Bicycling

The new Lumpy Ridge trailhead on Devil's Guich
Road makes access to Gem Lake easy, even if the

1.7-mile trail is a bit of a challenge. On the way up to
the tranquil mountain lake, keep an eye out for Paul
Bunyan's boot, a perfect Kodak moment spot.
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