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s<nce 2006 , Shaun Whjte has had 
"Olympic oold meda li st " stud< like 
an ast erisk next t o his name 
wherever he ooes. It's been more 
lt1a n It1ree yea rs s ince he st ood 
atop lt1 e pod ium in Torino, It aly, 
and White is dlamp ino at lt1 e bit to 
repeat his feat in Vancouver. 
"Everyone tries to wrap last time 
and lt1is time to oelt1er: he says. 
"But I was a different person at 
lt1e time. No w it's a who le ne w 
bali oame. I have a different 
mindset. I'm anxious ; I want to 
unleash what I've been practidno." 

c old lOCk;,,' it."" ~ m~n with h .. own ll - foot 
Wh ite didn 't just win oold in lt1 e h~lF_ should ... . 
Wint er Olympic haifp ipe in 2006; he 
went undefeated lt1 e entire season. In lt1 e process , he became lt1 e ma instream face of 
sno wboa rdino . Even as he jokes around in int ervi e ws, he t a kes lt1at role seriously. He 
won 't sha re his ooals for lt1 e season (he ca ll s lt1 em "too ri diculous"), but you ca n bet 
on him wantino a nolt1 er pe rfect run . 

Wh ite has compet ed at lt1 e Wint er X Games since 2000. His nine oold and 14 t ot a l 
medals at Wint er )( a re tops a ll -time in bolt1 cat eoories. In 2009 , he became lt1 e fi rst 
sno wboa rder to wir1 back-to -back oold in lt1 e SUpef?ipe. 

Wh ite was 19 yea rs old when he captured haifp ipe oold at lt1e Winter Olympics. No w 
23 , he says , "It' s here sooner lt1 an Ilt1ouoht it would be." He 's been prepp inG for lt1 e 
2010 sno wboa rd season for lt1 e past yea r and says 2009 was different lt1 an most 
yea rs because he was rid inG t o prepa re for 2010. "Every season is important, but biO 
event s [l ike lt1 e Wint er Olympics ] don 't come around as often." 

He 's stoked to ride in 2010. In lt1 e past , he oot lt1 e job done , lt1 en went skateboa rdinG 
to oet a break from lt1 e sno w. He skipped lt1 e competition skateboa rd season in 2009 
and has forused complet ely on sno wboa rdino. 

Addin o to Wh ite 's excitement is lt1 e suppo rt he received from sponsor Red Bull , whid1 
took t wo monlt1s to build him a private superpipe in lt1 e back country of lt1e San Jua n 
Mounta ins nea r s<tverton , Colo. The Wint er)( and Olympic-sized haifp ipe (22-foot wa ll s ) 
has led Shaun t o t a ke an innovative role in lt1e sport for lt1e fi rst time in his ca reer. 
In st ead of land ino lt1 e ha rdest est ab lished tricks and sp ins , he invent ed ne w ones. 
Inst ead of learninG one ne w trick for lt1 e season, he no w has It1ree huoe banoers to 
add to his 2010 run . 

s<lve rton , an a rea for expert skiers a nd sno wboa rders , oets less traffic in a season 
lt1 an most resorts oet in a weekend , and became lt1 e pe rfect spot to keep Shaun 's 
creations under wraps. The superpipe came complet e with lt1 e world 's fi rst 
on-mount a in sno wboa rdinG foam pit, whid1 a llo wed White to put lt1e equiv a lent of 
years of ridinG experience into eadl day. "The foam pit let me learn what lt1 e move in 
my head should feel like in lt1e a ir: he says. After pit-stickino a trick, he let loose in lt1 e 
pipe. 

Irxluded in his ne w bao of tricks a re double corl<s , very ra rely seen in a haifp ipe. And 
he hasn 't just put one double corl< int o his run ; he has t wo , and he 's do inG lt1 em 
back-to -back. The fi rst is a front side doub le corl< lOBO, whid1 he 's t oyinG with callinG 
lt1 e "Double Eaole. " He 's a lso doinG a switdl , whid1 is a Cab doub le corl< lOBO (switdl 
front s ide lOBO with a doub le off-axis fl ip ). Doub le corl<s with fe wer sp ins have been 
done , but when Wh ite stuck his t wo douti les at lt1 e USSA Grand Prix at Copper 
Mount a in , Colo. , on Dec. 12, it was a fi rst in sno wboa rd competition. 

In add ition t o lt1e double corl<s , White also 
learned a switdl backside 900. Of course , 
Wh ite na il ed more lt1an It1ree ne w tricks , tiut 
says a doub le corl< backside rodeo won 't be in 
his run. Not because he ca n't do it (he ca n), 
but because it's not as natura l as he 'd like it t o 
be. As fa r as puttinG t ooelt1 er his run , he will 
do only what he needs to win; ~ poss ible , he 
want s to minimize his risks. 

White needs a pristine la nd inG every time so 
he can 00 full speed into lt1 e next wall. He tries 
to st ay a wa ll ahead of his tricks , fully 
committed to lt1e next trick before he even 
la nds lt1 e previous one. If he 's unhappy with 
his run , he analyzes it on vi deo t o see what 
happened , even ~ it's just a minor error. 

White ca ll s lt1 e past yea r of ha rd worl< 
"overprepa ration" and says it creates 
confi dence. For him , confi dence means kno wino 
lt1e outcome before he even drops in , and 
lt1at' s exactly lt1 e mindset he want s before 
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defend inG his Olympic a nd Wint er X Games oold. And even 1t10u Oh lt1 ere 's a t a roet on 
his back as he a ims to repeat his perfect season, he d a ims , "Fea rs just don 't come into 
lt1 e mix. " His plan is t o just "sho w up and deliver." 


