
Shaun White opens up 
Snowboarding's ~ggest s tar On the young fame, the Olym~cs and a 
Winter X three-pea t. 
J o n uo ", ,~ , ' 0 10, 1 ,", Po. 
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Wint er )( Games producer St eve La wrence has 
kno wn Shaun Wh ite s ince lt1 e superst a r was 
an ll -yea r -old skatinG at lt1 e famed Encinitas 
YMCA. Tony Ha wk introduced lt1 e t wo , and 
lt1 eir relationship has oro wn. So when lt1 e pa ir 
sat do wn to oelt1er in November for an ESPN 
feature , an honest conversation ensued. The 
int ervie w was lat er animated by animation 
company Titmouse Inc. , but it was White who 
really brouoht it t o I ~e. 

BeinG lt1 e 2006 Wint er Olympics oold medali st 
has its pe""s. White fl ies a ll over lt1 e world t o 
sno wboa rd. The 23-yea r-old has been a 1K 
frequent fl ier s ince he was 12. He is one of lt1 e 
most famous alt1letes in lt1 e world - he 
seeminGly has it a ll. Sometimes, thouGh, he 
just would like to have a norma ll~e. 

The Kid 

A promis inG sno wboa rder from an early aoe , 
Wh ite was cauoht in lt1e midd le of t wo worlds. 
He didn 't fit in witt1 kids his aoe or lt1 e mum 
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older sno wboa rders he was ridinG witt> and competinG aoa inst . At aoe 13, "Future 
Boy" a lready was rid ino at a professional level , and he says he just want ed to be "one 
of lt1 e ouys who does well at lt1 e event s. " But his sno wboa rdinG was beinG 
scrutinized; some people d a imed he scored hiGh because he was (liven "kid point s. " 
But he couldn 't manGe lt1 e fact lt1at he was a kid , and one mum younGer lt1 a n lt1 e rest 
of lt1 e fi eld. He says it was "lonely and stran oe." 

He had dreams , ttlOu Oh. He had to be lt1e best . "I want ed it so badly, it cons umed my 
world ," he says. "I ran full speed at it. I liked lt1at I was ooinG to be lt1 e one at lt1 e 
event witt>lt1e ne w tricks. It a ll happened so fast ." 

By his mid!:eens , Wh ite a lready had made it biG. He had lt1 e world at his disposa l. "I 
couldn 't have ca red less ," he says about lt1 e oro winG fame. " ! just wanted t o 
sno wboa rd. " He cred its his pa rents with keepinG him orounded. For one lt1inG, lt1 ey 
didn 't ma ke alcohol a biO dea l. Booze flo wed freely after comps , a nd White just sat 
bacK a nd watmed lt1 e mayhem overta ke his fello w sno wboa rders. They sho wed up t o 
ride hunGover whil e he would come in fresh off a oood niGht' s sleep and win. "[ 'm ol ad 
for my pa rent s st eerinG me in lt1 e riGht direction and not she lterinG me from it: he 
says. 

Tori no and SuperstaMom 

Up until lt1e 2006 Olympics , White was his o wn man , lt1 e "flyinG Tomato: an indivi dua l. 
In lt1e monlt1s lead ino up t o Torino , he had t o shed his identity and become a member 
of lt1 e u.s. t eam. In It a ly, lt1 e members did everylt1inG as a oroup, from wea rinG lt1 e 
same dolt1 es to s leep ino, eatino and tra inino tOGelt1er. Even witt1 a lllt1e camaraderie , 
lt1inGs were different for Wh ite. "There 's a stranoe sepa ration between me and lt1 e 
olt1 er ouys: he observes. 

For White , lt1 e Olympics were different from olt1 er cont est s ; everyone had lt1 eir oame 
faces on. And after he won lt1 e oold , he says , his family "exp loded." He hadn 't rea lized 
ho w nerv ous lt1 ey were for him. By his o wn admission , he couldn 't fit his head It1rouOh 
lt1e door, but his family brouoht him bacK do wn to ea rth . His IMG mana oement team 
(indud inG brolt1er Jesse ) had his bacK, keep inG him true t o h imse~. 

White scored a ride home from 
Italy on an NBC plane. He landed in 
Ne w Yorl< City and shot a cover for 
Ro ili nG St one. The next day, he 
was at a Knicks oame sittinG next 
to Re oi s Philbin . MorninG-sho w 
int ervi e ws follo wed. He was 19 at 
lt1e time. "I fe lt at lt1at moment 
lt1at I was just st a rtinG: he says. 

Soaking It All In 

After winnin o oold a nd havinG his 
face sp lashed over lt1 e world , 
Wh ite had a ne w problem : He was 
reco onized everywhere. The fi rst 
time he went to lt1 e orocery st ore 
after lt1 e Olympics (t o buy ice 
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cream ), he oot stuck for an hour siGninG auto oraphs and t akinG pictures witt> fans. At 
dinner witt> his family, someone is a lways lt1 ere , askinG for a n auto oraph. He can 't 
even fi ll up his ca r witt> oas witt>out bein\l spotted - once by a bus load of Oirls ' soccer 
players. 

The world saw him as lt1e marismatic t eenaoer who had lt1e world at his feet, and he 
had a blast . "Ho w can you not have fun witt> a ll lt1 e attention?" he as ks. 

His approam a ll ows him to have fun , even witt1 a lllt1e fame lt1at comes with lt1 e oold 
meda l. He is lt1 e most pro lific haifp ipe sno wboa rder on lt1 e p lanet. He 's oot lt1 e ne west 
and best tricks. He 's earned every a wa rd ava ilable : Wint er )( SUper?ipe oold? Try four 
of lt1 em, t wo more lt1 an anyone else. An ESPY? Ma ke lt1at three. Talk sho ws, 
ma oazines , dorument a ri es? Triple mecK. But still, he lauohs at himse~ and call s himse~ 
"ha~ human , ha~ beast : but "only because I like lt1 e word 'beast .'" 

The Here a nd Now 

In 2006 , White did lt1e unlt1inkab le : He scored lt1e perrect season . He won every event 
he ent ered in both superp ipe and slopesty1e. He had lt1e same ooal for 2010 , b ut it 
was dashed in January when he was beat en at lt1 e lt1ird Grand Pri>< stop , at Mammolt1 
Mount a in , Ca l~. , by Danny Davi s. The perrect season is history (for lt1is year, anyw ay), 
but lt1 ere 's still Wint er)( Games and lt1 e Olympics , and Wh ite has moved on to lt1 e 
next ooal. He wants t o oet lt1 e fi rst Snowboa rd SUper?ipe It1ree -peat at Wint er)( and 
follo w it up by defendinG his haifp ipe oold at lt1 e Wint er Olympics. 

White found his fi rst Olympic experience 
overwhe lminG, and he says he held bacK a 
little in its aftermath. For 2010 , he says,"1 
want t o perrorm well ," lt1at he want s t o do a ll 
lt1e weird lt1inGs he didn 't do last time. Or, as 
he d arifies , "The free sp irit lt1inG." 

What 's in a Name 

No w kno wn lt1 e world over, White is under a 
microscope. "HavinG all eyes on me at all times 
is ha rd to dea l with , but it's ore at: he says. "It 
feels like you 've a lready accomplished 
somelt1in\l . It' s already predetermined lt1at 
you 're ooinG to do well. You ca n oet support in 
ways lt1at would normally put pressure on." He 
embraces lt1at position -- after all , he 's been 
lt1 ere s ince he was B yea rs old. 

Some say lt1 ere 's a "Shaun Wh ite factor" in lt1 e 
judoino, and Wh ite aorees. But he a roues it 
makes it more diffiru lt for him t o win , not lt1 e 
olt1 er way around. He makes diffiru lt tricks look 
easy, but he dedicates his I ~e to lt1 at . As fa r as lt1 e judoes 00 , he says lt1ey expect a 
lot from him and lt1 ey kno w when he 's not pushinG himse ~. He mioht have lt1 e best run 
of lt1 e day, but if it's not his best , lt1ey'11 dod< him for it. He has to wo"" for oold. 

And he 's happy to do so. He has to be lt1 e best . 

lawrence and Wh ite t a lked for more lt1 an an hour, and lt1e shoot last ed ha~ a day. At 
lt1 e end of it all , lawrence , White a nd a sma ll cre w had dinner at a Quiet Ita li an joint 
on SUnset. Nice and relaxed. A little later, White drove bacK t o his ne w l.A. home. It 
was an early nioht. A normal life. At least for one day. 

The ilnimiltion of White's in terview will il ir duritlfJ the Win ter X Games. 1ltmouse Inc. drew 
il ll over the rilW footillJe of the in terview ilnd created il unique product. 1ltmouse's work can 
be seen on Adult Swim, the Cortoon Network's ildu/t cartoon show. The comPilny il /so hils 
done work on "MetilfoCil/ypse, " "Guitilr Hero" lJilmeS ilnd Blilck Pilflther comics. 


