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hile sailing through

oy wnd phastooiapiy by Michele ol

the turquoise witers

of the Caribbean,

it's eagy ro imagine
giving up a traditional lifestyle and living
the dream in the British Virgin [slands.
Direams are varied, from living aboard,
becoming a skipper, or managing an
ishand, to opening a wine bar or being a
dive operutor. The dream evolves like the
wind, with constant changes in direction
With drive and dedicanion, the dream is
within reach @ these sailom can artest,

“1 teel like 2 belonger,”

eaid Ron Mobley

The old immigration signs ar the BV]

airport read “non-belongers” and “"belon-

gers.” An apt descnplion for people who

O’ s visit, and live, in the British Virgin Is

- - lands. Mobley has anly been living aboard

' : \ L" Lidand Siren lor three years in the Trellis
= i x

— a1 . d___‘.:. Bay area, but he calls himsell a belonge:

Thedream to drop cut of the
rat race and live the sailing
lifestyleis alive and wellin
the British Virgin Islands

As a boy, Mobley ran out of gas aboasd
his boat in the Florida Hr[rt. before he
even had a car, and thus began his lifelong
love of boars. After 35 Vears in i reward
ing fire and rescue career where he was o
worldwide disaster team specialist, Mobley
is now living his dream aboard his 47-foot
Vagabond

*When 1 got eligible to retire, | was

T, :“'\-.'x‘t:

That adventure was traveling the world on Lidend Siren, but as

ready o move on to the nexr adventure,”

he sasd.

with most dreams, rr.':tlit"_r snmietimes gets in the way, Mobley is still
working toward his dreamn of pulling up anchor and traveling the
world, even a5 he lives it in the BV]. For now, he and his wife Kim
are moored in [rellis Bay, while their daughter Katie goes to the
International School in the BV

Mobley's dream 0t necessarily Karic's, though, A rvpical
recnager, her common refrain is, “You've ruined my life,” even while
she's rased in paradise

Retrement didn'’t include purting Karie through a private high
ﬂﬂls_ m:‘ﬂ.ﬂrﬂl IH_:' ‘Irlmlmlmﬂ — : school, and both Kim and Ron have made adjustmente. Kim man-

Caribbean Emerpency Responders Training Academy. ages De Loose Mongoose and Beef Island Guest House, both
visible from Tdland Siren
Part of being a belonger is not just living in the BVL, but be

coming part of the community. Mobley assimilated by obraining
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a hard-earned trade licemse in the BY] with his parter Dwayne
Srraun. Their ovampany, U snbbean Emereency H-;'-.F'- viders 1 ran
‘.'.'!.: .".- -I-|-l.' ITVY, 'J.l.'l';" himi |'l:n i oW 'l-"-‘1'-l."l.'- Al 3 LIImC, !”".lt T|I|.' rest ol
'.hr LT hl: owea .|r'.'|.I]||h'.; he wanis '|.-'-.u:||l.I !h;l |||l.*-r|'.'|_'= i'.nllin,uj,'.
overboard and going for & swim

|'-.n‘I| rlu-up_h. "I-|1l'|l'|1"|. h'l.l.": o I"\-II.J'.. !'u-. VCALTS r-n:-rh |i|1’ H"n.']
revolve around bouts. Every year, he rakes part in the Caribbean
15000 the !llll'.:l'ﬂ running olfehasre cruliing cvent in the Americas
While relaxing on the deck ol his boat, his favorite local entertain-
ment is watching the mooring ball races for the bast ball in Trellis
Bav in the & o Ihay T

-

Mobdev claims the lveaboand litestvle s -1II:E"[: but hard.” Daily
ks beoome a oo, Froen running & generaior fiof ooty I
gefting water from the dock Even a trip to the grocery store can be
i bwrsmcal r:|;.-_h1:~.me In spete ol the LJ.!l.i'-F.::I"I.. ke wavs there's pio
:]‘.:u:'\-‘tl- w1 of where he'd rather be. "1 think 1 would commit sulcide
|'r|:!il!|.' ] Iml-'-r:l |!l_'u-h, £ ] h.::l-.‘l ’

*Couple Wanted to Manage Canibbean Island,” was the help
%J.r!-l!n‘l .:n.! T]ur |11lal.r-H'_|‘rl .:Ihl'-lh.rl' n:llplr '--\.'\II.IIF: "'n': Iri1rlr'u._'1 Lkl
nected Karen Dowdy and Joe Clark, firse !h:n-ugh a dating service,
and then with a job listing on Craigslist 1o manage a tropical island

Dowdy's dream was a job where she and Clark could be to-
gether all the time and not just sharing their ife over dinner. Clark
i 3 dream budlder and a Cratgalist fan, so he got online 1o make
{dowdy s dream oo troe

Livamg near I""-l'i-n'l.J.m.'_ Washingion, Clark was managring 3 ma
rrna ansd ]:"'M-.h wias the vice e sickent of a |l|."ﬂ-ri.i'\' busimess. W hen
Pewdv weanted a light for her salbwater fuk J..:|'_|J.r||.|r'.1.1.._'].:|.rL frmiral
o ondine. She sent him out tor a 1II'.1|'I': balb and he In":;lu'!u'n:!_i

bl-u'_;hf the '-1-!1-:!1-!.' 2 LOfT |I! i 3 tras ||.r I..i!l.T t]1n.'i.

Wansriaa and Crasg Scofl's introduction to mland e include cleaning up Marna
Cay after Hurricane Eart

When the . came up on Cramnlist, the job sounded too goed
to be true, Clark thowght it might be 2 scam but put in their ap

¥

PlCETNON AMVWIY

U'nable 1o s cpl hearmg nothing from the b posting, Ulark

conitifived o rescarch the island ol online amd found the owncr,
who tok] him the job hsd been .':|1Iir.j L i, hiowrewser, was with thii
lI||‘l'.|~-i!'|||||.;r-||| 1'-HIF'-!.I_' J.:|||.| wil '..'|.'l.,'l.'1h.-. r]|r F14.---|I1-||| WOk P aEranin
Clark and Dowdy jumped on the opportunin

L 1JI|."'\-|I'|| II1II'|. ||.|r_qi lht;lu :..1:1 .J.:1-|T'|14_'r EMINCE :.-_._;.-r r|||. il .||| r||. i
worldly goods, and within cight days they closed up their houss
ind moved to the BYL Among the big-wcreen televislons and a
mink coat, Dowdy got rid of more than 200 pairs of shoes and has
wettled doswen wiath juse 15 pair, mosthy sandals. She even traded her
Mercedes for 3 poll carr. Omn an land. there's no needd for 4 car

Afver catering to the sailmg crowd on the Lod-back Marina
Cav for nearlv a vear, Dowady and Clark moved acrms the water to
I 1

laland, the latest huoury resort in the Caribbean. Thev uy

s, S 14
; ;
praicd Frosim mmanagng cocht rmoomd and villas to helping baibd and

IMAnaGEe an CRCIusT nesort l:u:'.; u.:.h- s o mogavacnis, ."'-tulru
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ARl it took was an internet ad to lure Karen Dowdy and Joa Clark to tha BV, -
whiere they now run a luxury resort on Scrub island.

Joe, as he's known on Scrub Island, is making dreams come true,
not just for Dowdy, bur for their guests on the island.

With each other and their dream job, Ul:-w-..‘.j.' is imp}*}' thev are
working together, while Clark 55 looking to fulfill his next dream on
the Internet. This time, it's a boar,

*I have never felt freer than when 1 was cruising,” said Gracme
Maccallum, another BVI belonger. As an otheer in the South
African Navy, Maccallum gave up a stable but rigid litestyle for
the sailing dream; the wanderlust to go around the world.
Maccallum and his wife Bridgette’s dream took a dramatic tum
after they crossed the Atlantic in a concrete boat.

Bridgette had never stayved on a beat overnight when they left
Cape Town in a 50-knot gale wirh their jib upside down, Lhey
spent 19 days ar sea with a family of four in a boat that Maccallem
said, “rolled like a pig, was slow as hell, with no draft.” The genera-
tor broke, they had no refrigeration and they subsisted on zalami
and Snickers bars,

They survived the joumney and ended up meeting an | tmlian sailor,
Feruccio Turek, who suw the stress they were under on the concrete
boat and took them under his wing, bringing them aboard his 43-foar
sailboar M7 Lady, where evervthing worked, including the beer fridge.

When the money ran low, Maccallum realized he needed to hnd
ajob. He'd heard Tortola did a lot of chartering, but he had never
warked as a charter crew and his wife had never cooked profession-
ally. They arrived in the BV with about $100 in their pockets, a
return ticket to douth Alrica, and all their belongings in boxes.

His first perception upon arrival was, “Where are the boats?

All we saw were cows.” After sending his resume to the Moorings,
and not gerring a response, he walked to the marina for a cold call.

Maccallum left two hours later with his first charter and remem-
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bers, “It’s quite eye opening trying to find a job as a charrer crew
with no experience.”

Wirhin a day, the Maccallums had their first guests on the
50-foot Auripa IT. He remembers, " The next time we breathed was
18 weeks later.” After three years of chartering, Maccallum says,
“There’s a fine line berween living the dream of a skipper and pur-
ting moncy away. It'sa pood imhl:tr}' to make moncy, but it's hard
work, and it’s for a limited amount of time, You bum out.”

“They were able to put away a significant nest egg, enough to
purchase a Beneteau 51 to live on, and start their first business in
the BVL They imported a container of items from South Atrica for
Proudly African lmports, a store which grew into an Internet calé
and mail service. Then Maccallum started Caribbean Yacht
Management. They added a wine bar, The Wartering Hole, on
Tarrola in Wickham Cay 1, 2 popular spot wath the sailing aowd.

Moaccallum was living the dream up until a few years ago, when
he says, “]'ve gotten bogged down with too many things. [ miss the
enjoyment, like in sailing, the joy of seeing new oppormuniries.”

Afrer 13 years in the BV, he admirs, "we're at a crossroads.”
Maccallum plans to step back from the day-today operation of the
business and go sailing again. All the work made him realize the
1rnrn WtaAnce r11'-|1.1'|."i|‘j_[ Ifh.l' |'|:,'|I'||'||'||_'.r1'ir:'.' I l|1.1 L7 o B} T r._"b:ﬂ-l.t: h','.h:'l-:'xh.

“Having that opportunity has made me realize what you lose to
become successtul. | needed an utter and complete change of lite.”

Vanessa and Cralg Scott's first experience with Marina Cay was

when Vanessa saw rhe island from a caramaran. She pointed at the

[ Tow to become a belonger
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business plans lo the BV, turning & passion for the sailing e into
a wotalian




rropical parsdise and said, “T'm going to manage thar
F\:J.E BT I.ll'\ - .l..l-.l.l |.IJ'| 15 Ty

When their son Mathew was 2 years ald he was di
agnosed with a genenc discase, Fricdrich’s Ataxia, which
causes damage to the nervois syilem H_n the age of 15
b had bomt the vie of his lth.', cxcept his brain. Adrer
he died, Vanessa looked at a picture of 3 small islasd
with palm trees he had drawn for her. *Someday you're
going to live there, Mom,” he bhad said to her. With
that memory in hawd, she knew she needed a compilete
changy of life to get sway from the ghoso

When the Scotts got the job i August of 2010,
they were greeted by Hurricane Earl. The only people
on the island, they holed up in a house on top of the
island just 200 feet above sea level. When the storm subsided,
Cralg had 30 messages from colleagues on his eell phone, muking
sure they were sale. Yes, they had cell service, and because Marina
'._"]:_!.r 1% d 1{'-H.-‘.1|.H-|u il |'-|.|;J.Il|;‘|.. 'I'hl.':b' had All.'lll:'!ﬂll::lf\ for t'!t‘l'l‘!'l-..'lh‘.
Internet and water, while the moan 1ahand of Tortols went withour

The Sontes spent their first two wecks on the wland ceaning up
from Earl The famead telephone booth at the end of the pler bad lost
itx donr, but Craig dove down 1o bring it up, Los than a year later, they
wre happy managing Muarina Cay, but a= for living the dream? Vanesss
says,  ¥¥e could tive the dream if we had the time m. [t's a bot of work.™

Derek Gardner
has had a recurrent
relationship with
the BYL In 1994 he
was broke bur had
g dreamn to kve in
the Caribbean. He
caught a ride on 2

concrete keteh from

.

Grasms Maccallum's luland dream life includes his
wire bar, The Watering Hole, on Tortola, aithough he
s cuiting back to do more sailing.

Gibraltar and sailed
across the Atlantic
It took patience, but
within a few months
be was working for the Moorings as a captain. But hving as a
captain wasnt the dream litestyle for Gardner. Most of the rime
he took out five charters in a row, with just 24 hours to get the
baat ready for the next ety Chn the 1]i|1 sicle, he says, --.|.i|i.l:|'.1;,
bar hopping and snorkeling tsn'r a bad way to spend your
days working

Life as a caprain lasted just two years before family obligations
pulled him buck 1o England. Over the vears, he couldn’t stop think-
ing about the life heid left behind in the Caribbean. The second
time around, he needed to get away and savs the BV] was “the ideal

escape.” He endad op at Cooper Island Beach Club, where he's

Coopet Hierd in P Britih Viegs tslands & 3 tanding apod Kt may wi-gats

been for four years as head of maintenance and boat captain, lerry-
ing guests wnd goods from Tortola wo the island

“You've got 1o have a relaxed artirude or you'll go stir crazy,” he
suys of the island litestyle. He misses the daily sailing, but he i lrv-
ing his dream, warching the sunsets on an island in the Caribbean.

After earning her MBA from Stephen F. Austin Stare Univer
sity, Melisande Rowe was working in a dive shop in Nacopdaches,
Texas, when the phone call came from the owner of Sail Canbbean
Limited to offer her a iob, Rowe lefi her coeb Ty boots behind and
moved to the BV,

In the !'u:'gilmin;.;. ihie PADT Master Instrucior t..lll].fhl teen aail-
ing and scuba diving adventures fram a 50-foot monohull during
the summer for Sail Caribbean. But what she saw wiats an opportu-
nity to grow & business thar wan't '|_|;..i||g_ its assrts to the fullest. She
put her book learning 10 use and presented a business plan o the
orarner to make money vear around. 53] Caribbean LDven laancheat
in 2000

Foir the first o |-.||'|]r yrars, Rowe commuted 1o Mew Yook, until
she was able 1o relocate permanently to the BV in 2002, Initially,
Sail Caribbean Divers was a husband-and-wife operation, with jusr
Rowe and her hushand Mike chartering siilbaats, renting power
boats and kayaks, and Lﬂmhng dives. As the business grew the staff
expanded and the charter side of the business became less feasible.
Hirsr went back o her business iﬂ.:n and Sail Caribbean Dvers
became a full -service dive operatoe

“T'm prowd of what we've done here, and the business that weve
!:"rq'_twu_- she sald. "We've NI F T tl-'-l|:|||tj.', e @ PAIY S-star facil-
ity and 12 sraff and a tremendous reputation.”

The five-year plan is alive and well, and Rowe is holding her
eourse, letting her dream revolve around life in the BV, *1 fecl
very privileged,” she says. *1 dont have a2 massive salary, and my car
dosnt drve all the time. E"l;l.li1||: have retired o do this and Pve
spent the first 20 years of my working carcer doing it. | feel like 1

should go to work now.”
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