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Ron_, __ ,.. (7-Ya;abond ,_ 

Slttn loT,... Sly, Tonota. w111t rvnnq W. - · 
~ U.VOncy RoJIIO"dtff Troltolng-.,. 

hue S'.alling through 

tlte turquuhrc w.ttcl'l 

of the C.ribbun, 

It's tasy ro im<~gi•)(' 

giving up • tnulirionalllfCllrylc •nd hvlng 

the dream in the British Virgin l>l•nU.. 

Ol\'2ms a«: varied, from Lving abo•rd. 

bcrom.ng • sktppa, or manaRi~ an 

Wand. to opening • wmc bar or beong • 

c~ro .. opcr.,or.1h<: ""='= e>Oh-.. Wee the 
wind, wirh COCHNJit <h>ngcs in .W......wn 
Wnh dm'C and dcdcnon, rhc ~ i• 

"idlin =ch as thcac mlort can Itt<' I . 

"I fed lik • bdongu." 
said Ron Mobley. 

The old ommognhOn •ign' at the BVI 

.upon r<:ld ·non -bdollj,"'". and "belon­

gcrs. • An apt dncriptioco fur people who 

•isir, •nd ln'C, in the British Virgin b· 

l>rldJ. Mobley lw only been living aboard 
bl•nd Srrrn for d>J« ,..,.,.,n the Trtlli• 

B•)' :at<1, but he alb him><lf • bclon&cr. 

A. a boy, Mobley ran out of gao •bo.ud 

hi> boot in ohe l'lorido Keys before he 

even h•d a cor, and thus began hb lofclong 

lo~ oflxr.ats. After 35 ~in 1 O.:Wilrc:l 
ing fire a.nclrcscue ureu where he woil a 
worldwide di~trer ream lpt.<iali~r, Mob!cy 

is nuw living hi• drt':llll • lxmtl his 47-foa< 

Vag.tbond. 

•"When I got c:ligiblt ro n:tlrc, 1 \'+liS 

n::tdy ro mo~ on to the next 1Jdw:nn.1n; 

hc said. 

Th:tr ach'alture was b':l\-ding the wotld on L/;mJ Sirm, but .&) 

with most dn:-.un., ~ity somctuncs gees in th< woy. Mobley i, otiU 

woridng towud ru. dn::&m of pulling up anchor •nd tnY<Lng the 

.-ld, C\'Cn ao he ln..o it in the 13VJ. For """·he and hL< wofc Kom 

...,11>00n'd iD T reDis Bay, while th<ir daughter Klatlc: gun tu the 

lnt=utional School in the BVI . 

.\loblcy's dream i>ot ...,....,.rily Kane'•· though. A '>1'1011 

rcc.rugu, Mr common refrain il . .. '\W \-c Nincd my life: C\'Cn wtuk 
the'• raised in por.odise. 

Rl:tirc:rncnt didn't include pumng Klatie through 1J'f11-.tc high 

school, and both Kim 11nd Run have made adjunmcncs. Kim msn· 

•ges De Loose Mongoose •nd llccf W.r>d Guest Howe, both 
visible from h./and Sirm. 

Pan ofbcing a bclonger is not just living in the 8 VI , but be· 

<oming put of the community. Mobley aMomll>tcd by obl:lininjt 



•lwd-amcd t.-..k 1- "on the RVI woth h .. !""ncr Ow.a)'TI< 

s-n. That «>mJ"'ll· c.,.bl'<',n l::mc'l\<rl<') Rcspondcn Tr.un· 

lOX Aackm,,lr«f- ham hu,,y .I r~ "'ttb .&1 & time; btu the rot of 

tht umc he~ &n)1.hln~~t ht \\"'ln1t. Usually. that io'oohu jun'lpang 
0\ttbomland ~ing (or .. '""m. 

Even though Mobl<)' h•~•on • bu•t. hi• """''ions fmm the BVI 

tcYUI\'t a.mund btw' ~: .. 'try )'t:At1 he: t.ako p.1.r1 in the: Canbbnn 
lS00,1bc lonKC'\1 Nnnlnte Qtf'!\ho~ crui\1n~ C't'Cnt in the Am<ti""· 

\Vhik rd.a.kinK on t~ dn:k of hi• boat, hit (.a'\'Ontc: local nttnttin· 
mmt "WJtto.hJ"« dl( rnooOOfC bAll r~ rnr the- Wt ball in iKU.u 
8.1)· &n the: ~~ru ngt.. 

\I~ d.lim• tk lnnb<...d Lfnt)l<;. ·.,mplc but lwd. • D&ol) 

r.b b«omc • <bore. from n.nnons • g<ncntot 6or doancit)· oo 
~ W;ltn' (rom 1~ Jo.:k. f.,Yn .a hlp to tht KJOClCI"Y s1ore can be 
1 ~ ni;lfltnw< In 'I"" <>I tk lwd-luJ>'. kG\> theft'• no 

'l"""""' of ,.t.n, k\l .. ch<t k. "I thonk I would commot "'iddc 
before I ,_"«< boo.k to bnd 

"Coople W.nt.d to M•noK< Cuobbnn 1\bnd: wu the kip­

wanted od th.tt bf'OUJ(ht •noth<t '""pi< aut h. The Internet cun• 

n«ted K•"'n O.,.,ly and Ju• Cl•rk. fil\t through a d•ting t<m<e, 
&nd 1hcn wi1h 1 job bmnp; on CniK'It~tto rmuu,gc J troptcal Mand. 

Dowd) ·, d.rc.a.m \\".t• .a Jub wht-:re t.hc: and Cbrk rould be to­

~lhcr all ~~ urnc: anJ not ju,t durln[l; thc:i.r life 0\U djnncr CLuk 

a a dtuzn bu..a.lc.kr •nod a Craapb"c lian~ tO he goc onlmc co rru.kr 
lNwdy't dft..am come IJU(' 

u,,~ nor SJ"'Un<, w •• lu ...... Clult wu.....,.,.. • na 

nnund o.-h wu tk\n .,......Xnt of ajewdrybu;ollC< \Vhca 

()o,o,ly ""''..J al'l!ht tor h<t wrw•ttt tiob .aqwnum. C4rlt found 

- onhno She O<nt hom out t.w • LJ!ht bulb •nd he unpulmdy 

bought the whole ttot< h'o 1 ""'' k a.it thai. 

-..owCnlgkoa't inlroductooft .,lllondlda..._do•• • • ­
c.y--...EMt. 

When tl> od wnc up on C....pi>t, the job ..,..nJo.J too px1 

co bt true Cbtlc thou)c_ht at m•~;hr be a .am but puc '" chtir ap 

rLc-ttana an)w"~ 
tlnahl< to >«<pt ~ oo<bo~ frnm ~job l""hQK. Cl.ark 

l.'lJf\tanutd '" ~llt'h dx itl&nd joh onlirx and found cht U"A"ftef. 

who to>IJ hom the j<>b lud been lill<d. Luck. howc>~r. wa> wnh the 

WA.,hJngt()J~ •:wpk and Within wccb the poution ~•• open 11g1.1n. 

ClArk ••1<1 Dow.!) jumped on tk opponunll). 

c .. lg<ll\1 provided •hem ,~, anotkrfoOU= tog<t nd oflll tklr 

wurlclly Rood•. >nd \<ithin dght d•yo thO)' cw-1 up tklr h<~<~..: 

1ntl ma,"fd Ill 1hc Uvt. Among the bi~"1'CC:n tc:kviJWn~ omd a 

nlank ,.;u.u.OowJy guc tid o( more- ctun 200 paart af •h.-a .and h.1• 

\Cttl<d dnwn wtth jn\1 I 5 f"it. moody .. nd.ab. Sk "~n tr.tdnl h<t 
\1ctndn tor a golf c-.att. Oa an ilb.nd. theft" no rl':cd (oc .a ..:.t.t. 

Alttt <lltm~~~t to the~ crowd on tk l&id·l>ac:k \I Anno 

Ca) lor nr.atl) a rur. 0.,.-dy 1nd Cbrtc IDO\ul llJID the watn co 

S.."Nb l.w.d. tk l.tett 1wrwy mort on tk Canl>beon 'lk> up 

pl<d fn>m man.tt;ing eight,_,. .nd •'lllu to kll"ns buold •nd 

marugt ~ cxclutn"'C" retort. from JUibout to tnqt1~·•h1~ Mltlftll 
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Alll toot •as an ktwn.t ad to lurt Klrtft Dowdy and Jot ctart to the BVI, 
..,_. thty now run 11 ruaury ruort on Scrub llfilnd. 

Joe, QJ he's .knM\-n on Scmb 1 shnd, is malong dre:tms come: true, 

1\(U jusr fOr Dowdy. bur for rhcir t,I\ICStJ: oo 1hc lSI and. 

With eaclt other and tbt:lr dre:am job. Dowdy is b.itpp)' they an 

working together, whiJc Clark l~ looking to N lfill his nen d~T:Un on 

rhe lnremc.t. This time, it's" bnat. 
•J ha\--c nt.."\~r feb freer th:~.u when I w..s cruisin~ "llait.l GJ"'.u:mc 

Mtu .. -eilllum, ~loth\.-r BVl bekmgcr. As a.n otlicc:r il) the South 

Aftion N.I")~ .M.uc.tl.lum g~\'C up ll stable but rigid litestyle for 

rhe sailing dream; the w~tndt.rhut to go arounc'l the: world. 

M;tCQ}Jum and hi:s \¥ifc 6ridgcnc'.s d~am rook !I dram.atic tum 

:tiler they a~d the AtlAntiC' ill ,. ~'Ofk.'Kte boat. 

Bridgettc had nC\'U sr.tyed on :a bo.n 0\'tnUghc when they left 

C-'pc Town m a 50-knor g21c wirh thCJr j1h upsirlc clmm.lhcy 

tpc:nt 19 d:a~'i ut in with a fiunily offour in 11 booat thilt .M:k:Callum 

uid, •rolled like" pig, wn slow :u heU, with no drnft:1lx- genma­

tot bmkt.thc:y had oo rd"rigtr:nion and they Albsl.sted on s:d:am1 

and Snkkers \x\1"5. 
They ~rvh"ed rhe journey 2nd ~t~J up mteting u:n lWiau >ailor, 

Fe:ruuio ·JUrek. who lliil'" tl1c ~tteM they ~1t UJ.dtr 011 lhc CO!lO'e~t 

lmt and took them under hi5 Wll1g, bnnging them aboard h•• 4:l-foot 

sa.tlbo;n fl.1i /.,ad)'. where 1:\'el')'fhingwnrked. inc.ludrng rhe beer fridge. 

\¥hen the money r.ln Jow, fo.ba-:aUum n:alitctl he rk'Cded to find 

a job. I k 'd heud I"Onol• did a lot of cltancring. but h•lwl n<•·•• 
worked as a cb:l.l'ftr cmov and his wife h:~d nc,-er cooked profession• 

Mly. They arrh'rrl an the BVJ with J.00uc SJOO in lhc:ir poekc-ta., a 

n:rum rickcc to South Africa, and .tll their bdor13ings in boxes. 

His flr1t pt«eption up<m llfri\'Q) '~..-Where are the bo~ts? 

All w~ s;aww~~cowc." Aftcrsendmg his resume to theMoorin~. 

and nor gen:ing a raponsc. he \v:tlkcd to rhc m.'lfina rnr >~ cold alL 

M:ac:callum left two hOUJ'JI;~,ttr with his fi.rst c:haner llJld rcmc.m· 

64 June2011 

bets, "lt's quite:~ ope-ning uyiog ro tiM a job QS a. chatter crew 

with no C:xpc:tiCOIX." 

Within 11 d:ay, the M.u:allunu h.:ad their first gttcsrs on the 

50-foot Aun'ga ff. He fl:'lllctnbcni, "'llte nat time: we breathed W\lS 

18 wttks 1-:r.ter." Mrcr three )-oeaN of c:haneri~. Mraccallum says. 

1be~$ a fil\c Une! bt.rwec:n living the dretam t)( :t !!kipper <1ncl put­

ring money aw:t.y. ft'l a gQOd induury to make: mnm.-y, bu1 it•s hard 

wurk. .&.nd it's fur a limited :nuouut of Lime. You bum out.'" 

1ltey wtre able to put awll)' a signlficQ.QC nest egg.. c.nough to 

purchase a lkoc.~u 51 ro li\~ on, :md stut rheir fim bu!rnefis in 

the BVl. ~rhcy tmpottcd a oonrainer orirenu from South Afrie:.a for 

Proudly Afrlcau lmp0f1S,1l store , ... hich gtew into >Ui ltttcl'nct c;~.ft 

:md nua sc:r ... iroe. 1Jten M:~,CC:illlum Sr.ttted c~ribbe:m Y;t(hl 

l\ bnagemtnL "They :added " wine b:.r.lhe \V;uerlng Hok:. on 

Tonola tn Wickh2rn C:.y 1,:& pnpul:u- !ipot Wlth the niling aowd. 

.M:ux:alJunr w·a. living the dtc;U"Jl Ul' until ot few )'CatS agu, whe:n 

he •:a)'S. •I've: gotten bogged down with too many things. I miss thr 

cnjoymem:. like in sailing. the joy of l!«ing new oppommllk!$.'" 

After 13 ye:u-, in cbc BVl, he admiu ... we're at 11 aossroJds.­

M:u:c.t.Uum p.li!.~ to step b:a.ck from the: day-tod.ay opc:nuion of the 

business ~nd go sailing tg\l.in. All the: work m:ldc him rc.altze the. 

impomncc. o.fh.wing the opportunity ro h:l\"e a suoce.ssfial businc...q;. 

"l--l:wing rhat opponunity Jus m:adc me: n:ali'l..c wh.tl you lm.c to 

Lc:ron11: $UCO::iSlul.l rAA.'iled an t,nter ~nd complete- c.h~n.~ of life." 

Van~saand Cr.t.ig Scon•s fit!it expttiencc with Matin;a Cay was 

,~,•hen Vanes.<;-a u"• the isb.nd from a Cilfamar.r.n. She: pointed at the: 



nopt<al ~and a.J, 'l'm going to"""'"!."' th.tt 
pb<c <nm<d.,y- 1h.t wy .. now. 

When thor""" \htt.c.. ,..., 2 ya11 nld h< -.!i 
agOCKtd Wlth • ~ocnrttr dt~J-)(., Fricdrichi Atu~~. wh.~h 

all5el dam~oe tu the: nenoou.s f)~Um. B) the: 46C of 1 S 

he had )()!A chr u;c ufltili body,acc:pt his bna.in. After 

he d14.'t1, v.~nrcotJ looktd a.t a ptcrure of :a Bmall isJancJ 

with y.iliu tm:c he h..d. drown for her. *Somtda)• you'rt 

goi.ng tO 11\'t diCfc:, ~1t~m,•nt Md 'Saki IU her. \Vtth 

dw memory in h.aa..J • .he knew •he nttdcd a axnp!ctc 

.:lt;q.-.: ufl•f< to 1:'1'""1)' from the gbosl< 
When the Scon< ,;<>tthc job in Augult of 2010. 

thcv W<r< greeted by Hurr1C2nc E:ul. 1l.c only p«'J'l< 

on thC' ·~l.md, they holed up in J hou~ on top or the 

dlllnd jtUI 200 r~t abo\'C: SC.tiC:\"Cl. Whr:n chc: ltCJfm ,ublli(kd, 

Cmig JuuJ 30 mev.il~ from co~'U" on hi• cell plwnc, JUJ&king 

<Ute they wtr.: u lc, YC'tt, they had cdJ s.en·icc:, .mel h«:tuSC' Marina 

c ... y lJ :l -.tlf·11ulb..;ienl hl:i..nd. they bad ttcnenton (or d~C'trktry. 

lntc:mct .~nd w;akr, '"hi.k the nWn i4hnd ofTonol& "'em wnhnu~ 

1h< Sa.<u 'IIC"' '""" 6nt "'" •••odo;>elrlth< •bnd ckorutiJ! up 
fmm Eul 1h< f.rnalt~ booth >1 the end ol th< f"<r had looc 

Ill door, but Cn« duYc clo.M., to bring ;t up. Lao than a )0< L.rtt, thn• 

""'IPpf'!' m•~"ll \briua CJ); but., for b<ing the dn::un? y,..,... 
sa)"', "\Ve cuulti ii\T thr drt;am if v.""C hill! the h~ m- h ·, a lot ot work.· 

11crtk Cardl\~r 

h:IUI h-lid a rrcurrcnt 

rcbtion•hiv w1th 

thc BVI In 199~ h< 

w.u hmkr but ru.J 

• drc.1m to lr\ooe m 

th< Cmbban, Hc 

<'<lUJtht a ri<k on 2 

~"onmrt ketch (rom 

Gibr.a.h~tr and tailed 
GrMnw Mlculum•sl$bnd c1t11m lite indudes hit ~tcro:.s the Adtmdr. 
- bor, Tho Wotoriog Holt, .. T01101o. """"oh ho 
~~~ Uclt to do mort 111Jing. l t took. p;aticm:c, but 

wuhln i rew monlhj 

be,.,., ~.-"t)rit;~ for dlC: Monrinp u ;a toapu.in. Uut hVti'IR "a 

apusn w;un't the dt-u.m lifocyk f«'t GV'dnu. Mott of ahc tt~ 

be took out 6\'C clu.nff"' in a~. WJth ju.~t 24 hoor1 to gc:1 the 

bl»t rnd)' fur the ntxt g'UCQ(. On tlw: flip •ide. he uyc, Wling. 

lu.r hQPrln~ and •norlding i•n't 1 h.l!CI W1.} h) •t.H:nd ynur 

days workmg. 

Life;;.) 11 c.pt1:in Wted just two yc .. n bc:fC'Ire fimlly oblig:utons 

pull.d him bou.k to t:ngbnd. Ov<r th< )~•n. h< <Oirldn't ""P th;uk­

in~ lha<nth< Uti: h<<llcft bchond on the C.oribbc•n.lhe «<<Od 

time vuund. he nccdtd to~~ 11"'-;a) .1-nd un the 8\'l ·wu •the ickll 

"""f'C-'lie cndo:d 11p., Cooper Llaud Bo:xh Club, ,.ll<ff h<'> 

been foe four )'care :n h~Otd of mllinten~tnc:t AOO ho;u c.apc.ain, feny­

lng guc:.t" ~•kl guod11 fmm Tortolil. lO the i~olmd. 

"You\'\"~~ tu h.1vc: d n:b.xed :attirud~ or you'll go q,r mn;y."'he 

s:Jy> of the ,.!Jnd Ufe"J'k:. lie m"- th< daily ,.;ling. but he i< liv­

ing hD dn:am. w.atth•nK 1M wrucu on .ilO ,.J..and '"the Caribba.n. 

Aitc:r c<atning her \IRA from Stepbcn 1'-:Au,tln StitfC' Uni'Wl' 

'"Y· MeloAnde R..... wu womng ;n a dn'< ii"'P m 'l~h<s, 

1'C:x..ls, "hc:n Jht rh~ull came from the 0'\'-Ttn ol S•iJ Dri~an 

Um;tod to offer h<r a job. Roo--.: left her rowlx>y boot>l>c:hind :and 

mt><'Cd to the U VL 

1n the be~lnnln~ the: p,\01 Mauer ln.$1r\.U .. hlr c;~uJ.;ht run tail­

ing ;and ccuh.& dlvinA ad\'C:lltures from a SO~ foot nwnuhull during 

the tUJlUIICI' for Sad Caribbnn. 6ut 1A'h:at ahr: c;aw wu au osJpcutu­

nity to grow a buland.C th.u Wl.SO'c using itt u.<n to rhe ~-She! 

put her book k:vning to ""' .ond ~ted a """""" rbn to th< 
owner to make money <nr around Sat! Canbbcoo l.)o,..,.. bun<hcd 

in 2000. 
for the tint oourlc )Urs, ~commuted to Nrw York, until 

shewn ;able 10 rciuc-.ate pcnn1ntntly to the: UVl in 2002. lnnully, 

Sail Car.bhc-.tn o.ven \¥itS. husb:and .. ;md·wifc: OpttioltiUJ11 with jusr 

Rowe and her h••·h.~nd Mike cluutcri••i a.UOO.ar~.rtnting power 

bNtt llnd loa)'\lh. and gui<lmg dh.-u. A» th~ bu.,ino~ gttw the it.df 

expanded :a.nd the ~h.&tter Jldc of rM: busiMU b«.ame ~'" fc.a.c-ible. 

Row.: wcnr bxk to her w.;.,... plm .nd Sill C:uibban o,.,. 
bcamu holl ><1¥1« dM: opcntor. 

'Tm proud u( wh:u wt\~ done he~ and the hut1nt11' that ~'C·vc 

grown." <he ..;d ·we<'< gone from nodli~~& to • P,\I)J s-..u f.w:il­

ity .;.nd 12 ~>raft" and a tCt"ant'.ndOU$ rq'M.Itation.· 

111c fi\·c: yc.II)Jbn 11 ru:ive and "l:ll, and Rn~ 1J ho!dil\g hcr 

roursc, letting her dream l"t'\''ive arountl Life u1 the RV1 "I («L 

\'Ct}' pnv..t~; the: 11":1)"~· ·r don't how'(: :a n~aohc: ubry, :and my OU' 

docsn·t dnVf o\llchc ti.MC'. People ha\~ tu:lltd tu del this and 1\-c 

spcm the firat 20 yt.ut o( my "'orking arur dom~ 11.IICd like I 

dwJuJd go to \\otk now: 
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