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P
aige Cloossen might be soli-spoken, but her climbing

screams out whot you won't hear Irom her lips. She's

good. In foci. she's greal. And she's just 15. Her coach.

Stephen Greenway, cob Paige !he most exciting young talent

in Colorado. ~She'sgot on awesome altitude. There's no ego
10 please. she's se+f-molivating and hord_worU'lg.R he says.

Paige is !he whole package.

For someone so talented.

Paige is as homble os they

come. but she sets her gools

high and achieves them with

slyM!. After competing at

the USA Climbing Nationals

for five years rvMing, Paige

decided a yeor ogo to lake her

competilive clmbing lurther

and quoflfy lor WOftds In Beijing,

Chino, in lhe Female Youlh B

category (age 14 to 15). With

on or of determination usually

reserved lor veteran c~mbers,

Paige mode climbing her life.

After making the U.S. team, she

storied a strict training schedule,

climbing four days a week. plus

on additional three hours or

cordia and strelching. And she

did it all alone. The Estes Pork

Climbing Team tokes a bf'eak
after Nationals, so it was up to

Paige to loOow the schedule her

coaches set up lor her.

Her mother, Anna, says it

was fun to watch Paige work.

over the summer with just her

coaches. Hit was on eye.opening

experience for her to relate whot

she was doing 10 people who go 10 lhe Otympics and how

much lime lhey must pul inlo Iilei' Sporl,H she says.
At practice, this lanky teenager is the firsllo initiote fun

and wrestle around on the lIoor with her teammates, but in a

competition, a different Paige is present. Cool and composed,

Paige competes with intensity in front ollhe crowd.

AI Worlds in Augusl. Paige finished a ClSOPpointing 18th

after the tnt day. She knew she WOIJ4d hove to step it up. "Thot

8

could hove selthe lone for lhe whole WOftds lor her. She could
hove packed it in, H her dod, Don Claassen, says. "She come

bock the next day and finished sixth and just continued 10

build confidence.~In the end, Paige finished fourth. behind

three European girls. becoming the lop American in her

age calegOlY at Worlds. After d!mbing at Wortds. Paige

says. ~I am still the some person, and I climb the some. Now

I just have the eXperience under my bell and know what I

need to do from here. I need to

wOO:: on resting and conserving

enefgy."

Paige started climbing

when she was 10, and now

climbs with Ihe Estes Pork

Climbing Team, a smaU but

strong group of eight crmbers,

five 01 whom made il to

Nationals in 2005. She leads by

example: She always shows up

to practice wearing a smile and
has never missed a workout

with the team. Hoving lun

training partners and a good

atmosphere makes her look

forward to practice. she says.

HI always know thai practice

will be run no moiler what we

work on. II just all goes bock

to the energy thing. Everyone

has energy-the team and the

coaches and everyone reeds

off each olher. I think our team

has the most fun out of anyone."

In the gym, Paige easily

sends 5.13. '" hope she can

toke Ihot ability outside and

crush some of these hard

routes." Greenwood says. Paige

redpointed her first 5.12 outside

this summer and hopes to send 5.13 by the end of 2005.•

Michele published her oot book. Coaching Cimbing. in 2003
after cimbing compehlively fOf 10 years. ultimately ending

up ranked No. , among women in the United Slaies. She

hos worked in TV production fOf the E$PN X Gomes fOf six

y~. Currently. she is one of the coaches of the Estes Port.

Colorado. competitive cimbing team.
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